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Introduction
ABOUT CIS

In examining the activity pipeline for projects being 
granted planning permission to proceed to either tender or 
contract awarded stage, our research demonstrates 
an overall positive picture with all sectors apart 
from Education and Community & Sport recording 
increases. (Table 2).

However, our comparative analysis for projects entering 
the pipeline in Q3 2017 reveals mainly negative results 
in terms of the number of planning applications being 
submitted for approval. Residential, Industrial and 
Agriculture are the only sectors to show positive 
increases (Table 3).

Q1 - Q3 2017
Project 

Volumes

%
Variance

Residential 399 466 17%

Commercial & Retail 401 311 -22%

Industrial 170 194 14%

Civil & Utilities 126 127 1%

Medical & Care 
Residential

112 84 -25%

Education 301 271 -10%

Hotel & Student 
Accommodation

190 176 -7%

Community & Sport 144 186 29%

Agriculture 195 201 3%

%
Variance

Residential 625 724 16%

Commercial & Retail 653 660 1%

Industrial 333 369 11%

Civil & Utilities 184 189 3%

Medical & Care 
Residential

145 148 2%

Education 425 395 -7%

Hotel & Student 
Accommodation

354 371 5%

Community & Sport 429 342 -20%

Agriculture 1,074 1,168 9%

I am delighted to present Construction Information Service's 
(CIS) Q3 2018 Construction Activity Report, which provides 
a comparative analysis of construction project activity at 
Planning Applied, Planning Granted and Projects moving to 
On-Site stage with the equivalent periods in 2017 and 2016.

As is widely reported, the Irish construction sector is 
maintaining its momentum, increasing in confidence and 
activity is spreading to the regions outside Leinster and 
Dublin. This confidence is expected to continue given the 
Government’s commitment under the National Planning 
Framework 2040. 

Based on our analysis the volume of projects commencing 
On-Site construction continues to increase, with the 
exception of the following key sectors, Commercial & Retail, 
Medical, Educational and Hospitality which declined with the 
comparative period in 2017 (Table 1). 

Table 1 - Projects 
moving On-Site

Q1 - Q3 2018
Project 

Volumes

Table 2 - Projects 
granted planning

Q1 - Q3 2017
Project 

Volumes

Q1 - Q3 2018
Project 

Volumes
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“As is widely reported the 
Irish construction sector is 
maintaining its momentum, 
increasing in confidence and 
activity is spreading to the 
regions outside Leinster and 
Dublin.”
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The Governments Fast-Track Planning initiative to ease 
the crisis for Residential and Student Accommodation 
applications now has circa €2 billion worth of projects in 
the planning system. The table below outlines the 
current status of these projects. (Table 5).

%
Variance

Residential 954 1,114 17%

Commercial & Retail 793 765 -4%

Industrial 409 417 2%

Civil & Utilities 228 217 -5%
Medical & Care 
Residential

183 142 -22%

Education 491 442 -10%

Hotel & Student 
Accommodation

448 435 -3%

Community & Sport 495 417 -16%

Agriculture 1,184 1,301 10%

%
Variance

Submitted 20,923 26,508 27%

Granted 15,517 20,660 33%

On-Site 11,196 14,186 27%

Student
Beds

Apartment
Units

Housing 
Units

Plans Submitted

Dublin 0 56 120
Cork 0 1,132 221
Kildare 0 90 107
Galway 289 60 283

Total Submitted 289 1,824 956
Plans Granted

Dublin 3,301 2,002 1,111
Cork 255 579 765
Kildare 483 409 84
Galway 394 0 128

The Residential sector is continuing to draw the most 
focus from the media, Government, developers and 
contractors. While the sector continues to improve year-
on-year from a low in 2013 when fewer than 8,000 units 
were built, the table below (Table 4) demonstrates the 
sustained increases at all three stages in housing activity. 
Although there is still some way to go to achieve 
the 35,000 required to ease the current crisis. 

The table below does not include new Self-build houses, 
which has 15,597 units at either plans applied, granted 
or On-site stage in 2018.

Table 3 - Planning 
applications 
submitted

Q1 - Q3 2017
Project 

Volumes

Q1 - Q3 2018
Project 

Volumes

Table 4 - 
Residential

Q1 - Q3 2017
Project 
Units

Q1 - Q3 2018
Project 
Units

Table 5

Total Granted 4,433 2,990 2,788

Wicklow     0 42   225

On-Site
Dublin 1,323* 52 98
Cork 0 112 496
Total On-Site 1,323* 164 594

*UCD was granted planning permission for 2,114 student bed-spaces in 
2018. Phase 1 comprises of 924 bed-spaces. Phase 2 will comprise of 
1,194 bed-spaces units. Phase 2 is not represented in the Granted or 
the On-Site analysis above. 

The sustained increase in Residential related 
activity is highlighted in the above tables, however the 
volume of projects in Dublin has declined but the number 
of units contained in these units has increased. To put 
this in context, the overall volume of units per 
development continues to rise and the average is 
now 28.5 units per development, compared to 24.8 in the 
same period in 2017. In Dublin, the increase is up to 
51 units from 37 units per development. 

Looking at other sectors such as Civil & Utilities, 
with infrastructure being of high importance for the delivery 
of all construction projects, the Government is to spend 
€286 million on roads and other infrastructure in 
2019. This amount is from the additional allocation of €1.26 
billion announced by Minister Pascal Donohoe T.D. in 
Budget 2018. In terms of Utilities, work is underway on 
the €200 million Vartry Water Treatment Plant in 
Wicklow, the €24 million Wharf extension at Dinish Plant in 
Cork and the €24 million Saggart Reservoir, Co Dublin.

The Industrial sector continues to perform 
strongly, witnessing the expansion of both 
indigenous Irish companies and investment from 
International companies. Activity in this sector has been 
dominated by tech-giants such as Microsoft, Facebook, 
Apple, Amazon and Google. Another area of impact on 
the sector is food and alcohol producers, with 
plans submitted by Glanbia Estates for a €130 million 
cheese manufacturing facility in Laois and a €5 million 
artisan distillery and visitor centre for Jewelfield in Kildare.  
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The Education sector remains dominated by 
the development at the Grangegorman Campus, in Dublin. 
The year on year decline in project volumes since 
2016 continues, however, positive news in Budget 2019 
is the allocation of €10.6 billion for the sector up by 6.7% on 
2018’s allocation. It is hoped that this increase will see 
capital projects awaiting funding to get the go ahead to 
proceed to On-site stage. Our research has recorded a 
steady stream of large educational developments 
progressing to Tender and Contract Award stage during 
the last three months. Examples are the €25 million 
Academic Building at Maynooth University, Co Kildare 
and schools in Dunboyne, Co Meath €13 million, Limerick 
€15 million and Galway €20 million.

Similar to the Education sector, funding is a major issue 
in the Medical & Care Residential sector. Due to the 
ongoing construction of the €1 billion New Children’s 
Hospital at St James’ Hospital, a large number of other 
medical schemes have been put on hold for now. 
Again, Budget 2019 has allocated a record €17 billion to 
the sector, which should see the movement of large 
schemes, such as the €300 million National Maternity 
Hospital at St Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin. Projects which 
have commenced construction are the €5 million 
Primary Care Centre in Cork, the €14 million Nursing Home 
scheme in Dublin 11 and a €17 million scheme in Dublin 7.

In the Commercial & Retail sector, activity across all 
three stages (Applied, Granted and On-Site) have 
plateaued. The Irish office market is at a stage where the 
main priority is delivery of the existing large-scale 
projects under construction. The Retail sector has seen 
a shift to large scale refurbishment projects as 
opposed to new build. Activity in the sector includes 
the €26 million mix-use development at Tara House, 
Dublin 2, demolition works on Innovation House in 
Sandyford, Dublin to make way for a €32 million office 
development and site enabling works on Penrose Quay, 
Cork. This development, consisting of 40,000 sq.m. of 
office space will be the biggest commercial scheme to 
commence in 2018.

The Hotel & Student Accommodation sector 
remains buoyant. However, hotel activity is slowing and 
the increase in the VAT rate from 9% to 13% in Budget 2019 
is expected to have a negative impact on the sector. In 
Q3 2018 we recorded projects coming into the pipeline, 
three of which totalled €81 million and will equate to 639 
bedrooms. A number of projects being granted permission 
to proceed amounted to €75 million, which will deliver 
592 additional bedrooms and developments worth €57 
million, delivering 539 bedrooms commenced construction 
in the quarter.

As highlighted in previous Construction Activity Reports, 
Student Accommodation is a lucrative area for developers. 
The following analysis demonstrates the level of activity on a 
comparative basis (Table 6).

Q1 - Q3 2017
Student Beds

 Q1 - Q3 2018
Student Beds

Plans Submitted

Carlow 0 125

Cork 753 407

Dublin 4,613 836
Galway 345 394

Kildare 0 483

Limerick 8 25

Total Submitted 5,719 2,275
Plans Granted

Cork 517 686

Dublin 1,907 3,844

Limerick 8 0

Total Granted 2,732 5,407

Table 6 

The National Planning Framework 2040 and the 
National Development Plan to 2027 launched earlier this 
year, sets out the Government’s national and regional 
strategies for the next twenty years. Implementation and 
delivery of these strategies will require solutions to 
challenges facing the construction industry, which are 
the short supply of professional managers, skilled 
and unskilled trades, planning delays and the provision 
of adequate finance to enable delivery of projects across 
all sectors. 

In Budget 2019, the Minister allocated increased funding for 
critical sectors like housing, education, medical and 
civil, which hopefully will result in projects receiving the 
green light to commence the construction phase and 
in time deliver much-needed housing, schools, hospital 
beds and roads to meet our growing economy’s needs.

Louth 0 5

Cork 236 169

Dublin 2,155 2,911

Galway 510 0

Limerick 0 8

Total On-Site 2,901 3,088

Louth 300 0

Kildare 0 483
Galway 0 394

On-Site

5
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Construction Projects at On-Site Stage 
in the Republic of Ireland 

The volume of projects which has moved On-Site in the 
first nine months of the year to the end of September 2018 
has fallen by 1% on the same period last year, which was 
similarly down a further 4% on 2017 levels. 2,015 projects 
commenced in the first 9 months of the year, down from 
2,040 in 2017.

As can be seen from Fig. 1, the sectors with positive growth 
for the period included Civil & Utilities, Industrial, Community 
& Sport, Residential and Agriculture.

The best performing sector was Industrial which was up 29% 
on the same period last year, with 194 projects commencing 
On-Site. The biggest sector in terms of volume is 
Residential where 466 multi-unit developments started in 
the first nine months of 2018, up 17% from 2017 levels.

The worst performing sectors, in percentage terms, were 
Commercial & Retail, down 22% and Medical & Care 
Residential, down 25%, on the corresponding period last 
year. Medical & Care Residential is also the smallest 
sector by volume with just 84 projects starting in the first 
nine months of 2018.

The value of projects On-Site has increased by 18% 
when compared with the same period last year. Over 
€5.7 billion worth of projects have commenced On-Site 
in the first nine months of 2018, with the Residential 
sector accounting for almost €2 billion of this total, a 
41% increase on the same period last year.

OVERVIEW OF 
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY

On a regional basis, all areas have experienced an increase 
in volumes apart from Dublin down 8% and Ulster ROI down 
7%. Connacht is the best performing region in percentage 
terms with a 24% increase in volume terms in the period 
under review.

In monetary terms, the value of projects granted 
planning in the first nine months of 2018 is up 23% on the 
corresponding period last year. Every region has 
experienced an uplift of at least 10% in the period under 
review. Dublin is still the largest region by value with a 45% 
share of the value of projects granted planning permission 
from the beginning of January until the end of September.
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Construction Projects at Plans Granted 
Stage in the Republic of Ireland

The volume of projects granted planning in the first nine 
months of 2018 has increased by 3% on the same period 
last year. Residential is the best performing sector with a 
16% increase in the volume of projects granted planning. 
As can be seen from Fig. 2, the largest sector by volume is 
Agriculture with over 1,150 projects granted, an increase of 
9% on the same period last year. Only two sectors have 
fallen in volume terms but the decline is minimal in both 
the Community & Sport and Education sectors.

Fig. 2: All Sectors Plans Granted 
Stage Q1 to Q3- Volume
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Fig. 1: All Sectors On-Site Stage Q1 to Q3- Volume
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On a regional basis, Connacht, Munster and Leinster have 
increased the volume of projects submitted for planning 
while Dublin and Ulster have declined in volume terms, 
with Dublin down 10% on the same period last year. 

Munster is the largest region by volume with almost 
1,650 plans submitted for planning in the period. 
Leinster is close behind with 1,575 projects submitted.
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Construction Projects at Plans Submitted 
Stage in the Republic of Ireland

The overall volume of projects submitted for planning has 
increased by 1% when compared with the same period in 
2017 (Fig. 3). Residential, Industrial and Agriculture have 
bucked the negative trends for the period. The worst 
performing sectors are Community & Sport which is down 
16% on the same period last year and The Medical & 
Care Residential sector which is down 22% on 2017 
levels. The best performing sector is Residential which is 
up 17% on the period. Over 1,110 projects were submitted 
for planning in the period, up from 950 in the same period 
last year.

Fig. 3: All Sectors Plans Submitted 
Stage Q1 to Q3-Volume
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CONSTRUCTION 
ACTIVITY REVIEW

The volume of projects submitted for planning has 
increased by 17% in the first nine months of 2018. Over 
1,100 projects representing 26,500 units shows an 
increase of 27% on the corresponding period last year. 
All regions have experienced significant growth with the 
exception of Dublin which only grew by 1%.

In unit terms the volumes have increased by 27% when 
compared to the same period last year. All regions have 
shown positive growth from a modest 4% in Dublin 
to 227% in Ulster (although from a low base 
point). Leinster is the largest region by unit volume 
with over 5,300 units commenced in the first nine 
months of 2018. Dublin is the next largest on 4,800 
units, and Munster growing by 80% on the same period 
last year.

Leinster Ulster ROI Munster Co. Dublin Connacht
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Residential Sector 

The volume of Residential projects that have moved 
On-Site in the past nine months has increased by 17% when 
compared to the same period last year. 466 projects moved 
to the On-Site stage in this 2018 period, representing over 
14,000 units if they are all completed. In a continuing trend 
Leinster has the largest volume of projects moving On-Site as 
166 projects started. 

As can be seen from Fig. 4, Dublin is the only region where 
the volume of projects moving On-Site has actually declined. 
Leinster, Ulster ROI, Munster and Connacht are all up on the 
same period in 2017. The overall number of units moving 
On-Site has increased by 4% over the Q3 2017 figure. 

Fig. 4: Residential On-Site Projects Q1 to Q3
2018 - Volume
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Fig. 5: Residential On-Site Units Q1 to Q3 2018 - Volume  
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Future Pipeline of Residential Sector Projects

Over 720 projects have been granted planning in the first nine 
months of 2018, an increase of 16% on the same period last 
year. If all these projects are completed it will deliver over 
20,000 units, a 33% increase on the same period last year. 

All regions have experienced positive growth as can be seen 
on Fig. 6. The volume of units per development continues to 
rise and is now at an average of 28.5 units per 
development, as compared to 24.8 in the same period last 
year. In Dublin, the size of development is now at 51 units 
per projects, up from 37 in the same period last year.

Fig. 6: Residential Plans Granted Units Q1 to Q3 2018 
- Volume
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The volume of projects submitted for planning from 
Q1 to Q3 2018 has risen 2% to over 415 for the sector. 
Munster and Leinster are the biggest contributors to the 
sector in volume terms with 65% of the market. 
The value of projects submitted for planning was over 
€1.35 billion, up 32% on the same period last year.

Medical & Care Residential

The volume of projects On-Site in the first nine months 
of 2018 is down 25% on 2017 levels, which was itself a 
decline of 15% on 2016. As can be seen from Fig. 9 all 
regions are down with the exception of Connacht and 
Ulster ROI which is static. Both the Dublin and Munster 
regions are down over 30% on the same period in 2017.

In value terms, the value of projects moving On-Site is 
down 12% to €642 million, with all regions declining bar 
Dublin and Leinster. 

Future Pipeline of Industrial Sector Projects

The volume of projects granted planning in the first three 
quarters of 2018 has increased 11% on the same period 
last year (Fig. 8). Almost 370 projects have been granted 
planning from January to September of this year. It is an 
unstable market with some regions showing positive 
growth while others are declining. Leinster is the best 
performing region, up 42%, with Ulster down 20% year on 
year. The total value of plans granted projects is just over 
€1.1 billion, a 47% increase on the same period last year.

2016 2017 2018KEY :
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Fig. 8: Industrial Plans Granted Projects Q1 to Q3 
2018 - Volume
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Industrial Sector 

There has been an increase of 14% in the volume of 
projects moving On-Site in the Industrial sector in the first 
nine months of 2018 when compared to the same period 
last year. All regions have experienced an uplift as can 
be seen from Fig. 7, with Connacht being the fastest 
growing region, up 50% on the same period last year. 
Almost 200 projects moved on site in the period, up from 
170 in the same period in 2017. 

Fig. 7: Industrial On Site Projects Q1-Q3 2018-Volume
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Fig. 9: Medical & Care Residential On-Site 
Projects Q1 to Q3- Volume

In value terms the trend is also negative, with more than 
a 70% drop in the value of projects moving On-Site in the 
period under review. Connacht and Leinster are the only 
regions to experience positive growth. Just over €145 
million worth of projects have commenced from Q1 - 
Q3 2018 in the sector, down from over €500 million in 
the same period last year.

9
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Leinster Ulster ROI Munster Co. Dublin Connacht
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Fig. 10: Medical & Care Residential Plans 
Granted H1 2018 - Volume

Future Pipeline of Medical and Care 
Residential Projects

The volume of projects granted planning in 2018 is up 
2% on the same period last year with almost 150 projects 
granted permission (Fig. 10). Both Ulster and Dublin 
have declined, down 18% and 36% respectively on the 
same period last year.
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In terms of value, there was a further decrease of 11% in 
projects commencing in the first nine months of 2018, with 
just over €620 million in projects moving On-Site. Munster 
and Dublin are the only regions to have declined over the 
period, down 61% and 5% respectively. Dublin has the 
largest market share of almost 70% by value of projects 
which commenced in the period. 

Future Pipeline of Commercial & Retail Projects

The volume of projects granted planning from January to 
September 2018 in the Commercial and Retail Sector has 
remained relatively static with 660 projects granted 
planning permission, a 1% rise on volumes in 2017 
(Fig. 12). Ulster recorded the largest decline with a 21% 
reduction in project volumes, with Connacht up 23% 

Fig. 12: Commercial & Retail Plans Granted
Projects Q1 to Q3 2018 - Volume

However, the value of projects granted planning has risen 
by over 42% on the same period last year to over €1 billion, 
with all regions growing substantially.

The volume of projects submitted for planning has declined 
by 4% over the same period last year with 765 projects 
submitted for planning in the first nine months of 2018 down 
from almost 800 in the same period last year.  Every region 
has declined with the exception of the Connacht region, 
which increased 11%.

In value terms the sector is down 49% on the 
corresponding period last year, with both Dublin and 
Ulster declining while the other regions have grown in 
value terms. This instability can be partly explained by a 
few large projects which are granted planning 
permission and can distort the values in the market. 
Examples include the €300m National Maternity 
Hospital and the €1bn New Children’s Hospital. 

The volume of projects submitted for planning in the 
period under review is down 22% on Q3 2017 levels. 
Only 142 projects were lodged for planning, down from 
183 in the same period last year, with only Connacht and 
Munster bucking the trend. 

Commercial & Retail Sector

CIS has witnessed a decrease of 22% in the volume of 
Commercial and Retail projects On-Site in the first nine 
months of 2018 when compared with the same period 
last year. As can be seen from Fig. 14, all regions have 
shown a decline in On-Site project volumes apart from 
Leinster, up 9%. 

Just over 310 projects started On-Site in the period, 
down from 400 in 2017 and 474 in 2016, with Dublin 
accounting for over 33% of the total.  Dublin, Munster 
and Ulster were all down circa 33% on the year.

2016 2017 2018KEY :
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Fig. 11: Commercial & Retail On-Site Project 
Q1 to Q3 - Volume
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Fig. 13: Education On-Site Projects 
Q1-Q3 2018 - Volume

Education Sector

The volume of projects commencing On-Site in the first 
nine months of 2018 is down 10% on the same period 
last year. Over 270 projects began construction work, 
down from 301 in 2017. As can be seen from Fig. 13, in 
regional terms, there are positive growth in Munster 
and Dublin while all other regions have declined. 

In value terms there has been a 47% increase in value 
terms but two major projects on the new 
Grangegorman DIT campus which commenced in Q1 
2018 heavily skew the data, as they make up €180 million 
of the €370 million total. Leinster, Ulster and Dublin have 
all grown in value terms while Munster and Connacht are 
down significantly.

The value of projects granted planning is down 14% on 
the same period last year, with almost €218 million in 
projects granted planning, down from almost €253 million 
in 2017. 442 projects have been submitted for planning in 
the first nine months of 2018, down from almost 500 in 
2017, with Leinster and Munster the only regions to grow, 
up 3% and 8% respectively.
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Future Pipeline of Education Projects

The volume of projects granted planning for the sector has 
decreased by 7% when compared to 2017 levels as 395 
projects were granted planning (Fig. 14). Munster is the 
only region to experience positive growth (up 15%) with all 
other regions declining.

Fig. 14: Education Plans Granted Projects 
Q1 to Q3 2018 - Volume

Hotel & Catering Sector

The volume of projects commencing in the Hotel & 
Catering sector has fallen by 7% in the first nine months of 
2018 as only 176 projects have commenced in the period, 
down from 190 in the same period last year (Fig. 15). Only 
Dublin and Connacht have shown positive growth in the 
period under review, up 8% and 21% respectively.

The value of projects moving On-Site is now up 133% to 
over €820 million, when compared with the same period 
last year, with over €700 million in Dublin alone. A €300 
student accommodation scheme in UCD in Dublin 
commenced its first phase in Q2 2018 and the Central 
Bank Renovation is also underway On-Site. The only 
regions to decline in value terms were Connacht and 
Ulster ROI.
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Fig. 15: Hotel & Catering On-Site 
Projects Q1 to Q3 - Volume
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The volume of plans submitted for planning in 2018 is 
down 3% on the same period last year. All regions have 
experienced modest declines with the exception of Dublin 
and Leinster which are up slightly.  

Community & Sport Sector

The volume of projects which has commenced in Q3 
2018 is up 29% year on year with Connacht being the only 
region to experience a decline in volume terms (Fig. 17). 
Over 185 projects commenced On-Site in the first nine 
months of 2018, up from 144 in 2017. This is still 
significantly down on 2016 levels when over 222 projects 
commenced in that corresponding period.
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Fig. 17: Community & Sport On-Site 
Projects Q1 to Q3 - Volume
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Future Pipeline of Hotel & Catering Projects

The volume of plans granted in the Hotel & catering Sector 
has increased by 5% between January and September 
2018 when compared with the same period last year as 
371 projects have been granted planning, up from 354 in 
2017. Ulster and Leinster are the only two regions to have 
declined in volume terms. 

Fig. 16: Hotel & Catering Plans Granted 
H1 2018 - Volume
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The Capital Sports Programme was responsible for a 
spike in the number of planning applications in 2017. 
Now the sector has returned to a more normal footing as 
417 projects were submitted for planning, a 16% 
decrease on 2017 levels, with all regions down. This is 
an improvement of over 100 on the volumes in the first 
nine months of 2016. 

We see a similar picture in the Plans Submitted stage as 
the sector bounces back from a dip in 2017. The volume 
of projects submitted has grown by 10% on 2017 levels, 
with all regions growing apart from Dublin which is down 
17%. Over 1,300 projects were submitted for planning in 
the first nine months of the year.

Agriculture Sector

The number of projects which have moved to On-
Site stage has increased by 3% from Q1 to Q3 2018 
compared to the same period last year, albeit from a very 
low base (Fig. 19). According to our analysis, 201 
projects have commenced On-Site in the first nine 
months of 2018, with only Connacht and Dublin declining.
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Fig. 18: Community & Sport Plans Granted Projects 
Q1 to Q3 - Volume
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Fig. 19: Agriculture On-Site Q1 to Q3 2018 - Volume
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Future Pipeline of Agriculture Projects

As can be seen from Fig. 20 the volume of projects 
granted planning has increased by 9% to 1,168 projects 
when compared to the same period last year. This is still 
significantly off the 1,604 granted in the first nine months 
of 2016. All regions have experienced a positive 
increase with the exception of Ulster ROI. Connacht has 
grown 51% on the same period last year.

Fig. 20: Agriculture Plans Granted 
Q1 to Q3 2018 - Volume

In value terms, there has been a 63% decline in  
Community & Sport projects commencing On-Site in the 
first nine months of 2018 to €142 million. The €233 million 
Centre Parcs development which began in Q2 2017 has 
skewed the figures. Over €100 million of this is derived 
from projects in Dublin and Leinster where a number of 
large projects have begun.

Future Pipeline of Community & Sport Projects

The sector is continuing to experience a decline as the 
volume of projects granted planning has decreased by 
20% in the period under review (Fig. 18). Just 342 projects 
were approved planning in the period, down from 429 in 
2017. All regions are experiencing a decline in volume 
terms. Just under €200 million worth of projects have been 
granted planning in the period, down from €265 million in 
the first nine months of 2017.
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