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Construction Activity Report

Q2 2021

The recovery begins in earnest



| Q2 2021

Republic of

IRELAND

INTRODUCTION

Construction pipeline activity in Q2
2021 increased by 48% in terms of
planning applications and by 60% in
terms of planning grants from Q2
2020. Putting the activity in context of
pre-pandemic years there has been a
5% increase in applications and a 30%
increase in planning grants over the
quarterly average for 2019.

In terms of activity on the ground, the
delayed starts from Q1 of this year
inflated activity figures for the quarter
with project starts up by 450% over Q1
2020 and by 122% over the quarterly
average for 2019.

Regional activity has increased
significantly in pipeline and active
construction activity from last year is
up 30% on the quarterly average for
2019.

1



Q2 2021 Snapshot Republic of Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS1 

1 Excluding Self Build and Student Accommodation applications 
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Republic of Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 
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Q2 2021 Snapshot  Republic of Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 

RESIDENTIAL 

• The application pipeline for residential developments shows a 35%

increase in value over Q2 2020 and a 13% increase over Q1 2021

• 126% increase in the volume of residential units applied for from Q2

2020 in the Southern Region - from 2,183 to 4,925

• Nearly 9k apartment units in the pipeline (approx. 7k in Eastern and

Midland region). Near 8k are either one and two bed units.

• Pipeline investment is €3.4b- a 35% rise from Q2 2020

NON-RESIDENTIAL 

• Pipeline investment at €1.76b is up 65% over Q2 2020 and 49% over Q1

2021

• All sectors record increased pipeline activity over Q2 2020 with

Education, Medical and Industrial sectors show the largest increases

• The number of applications is up 49% from Q2 2020 to 1,365

• Over 1,000 hotel beds are in the pipeline

• There are 839 Nursing home beds across 16 projects

• The largest project this quarter is a €76m Hotel development proposed

for a site adjoining the T2 Multi-Storey Car Park at Dublin Airport
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Republic of Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 

PLANNING GRANTS2 

2 Excluding Self Build and Student Accommodation applications 

5
Are you missing out? Trial our leads system today! Or call us on 01 2999 200 or email: sales@cisireland.com

https://www.cisireland.com/cis-free/


Q2 2021 Snapshot Republic of Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 
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Q2 2021 Snapshot  Republic of Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 

RESIDENTIAL 

• There were 11k+ units granted approval in the quarter over 297 projects

representing a 29% increase over same quarter in 2020

• There was a fall in the value and volume of scheme housing in the

Southern and Eastern & Midland regions but a significant increase in the

Northern and Western region from Q2 2020

• There was a 76% increase in apartment development units granted

permission from Q2 2020 - 7,279 (5,250 in Eastern & Midland Region)

• The largest application granted permission for Glenveagh Properties plc

was 1002 apartment units located at the South Docks in Cork.

NON-RESIDENTIAL 
• The value of planning grants was up 42% to €1.54b from Q2 2020 and

6.6% from Q1 2021

• There was a decline in the overall value of planning grants in the

Hospitality, Medical and Education sectors over same period in 2020

• Large increases in value of grants in Industrial and Agricultural sectors

• Nearly double the number of projects granted permission in Eastern &

Midland Region – 385 – compared to Q2 2020

• There was a 52% increase in the value of applications granted planning

permission in the Dublin region from Q2 2020, rising to a total of €636m

of pipeline investment

• The largest project was a €135m project for a mixed leisure,

entertainment and retail extension to the existing Liffey Valley Centre

(currently under appeal) 
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Republic of Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 

PROJECT STARTS 
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Republic of Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 
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Q2 2021 Snapshot  Republic of Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 

A huge increase in project starts was recorded in Q2 2021 reflecting delayed 

starts from the virtual industry shutdown in Q1 2021.

RESIDENTIAL 

• Residential starts were up 173% from Q2 2020 to €2.7b

• 356 residential projects began in the quarter

• Almost equal numbers of apartments and scheme housing are

represented

• The five largest projects are all in Dublin

NON-RESIDENTIAL 
• Non-residential starts accounted €1.3b in value – up by 178% over Q2

2020

• The Higher Education sector was the only sector that showed a decline

over Q2 2020

• The construction of 689 Nursing homes and 472 hotel beds got under

way
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Republic of Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 

PUBLIC SECTOR CONSTRUCTION TENDERS 
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| Q2 2021

NORTHERN
IRELAND

Pipeline activity in NI increased by 6%
and 39% in terms of planning
applications and planning grants
respectively from Q2 2020 although
there was a 16% fall in planning grants
for Residential projects.

As with ROI, project starts are up
significantly in this quarter from Q2
2020 and although there is a 43%
increase on in the ground activity
when compared to the quarterly
average for 2019, this figure is masked
by a 162% increase in residential
starts. 

The non-residential and civil sectors
both showed declines when compared
to 2019 quarterly average, falling 39%
and 33% respectively.
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Northern Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS3 

3 Excluding Self Build and Student Accommodation applications 
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Northern Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Northern Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 

PLANNING GRANTS4

4 Excluding Self Build and Student Accommodation applications 
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Northern Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Northern Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 

PROJECT STARTS
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Northern Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 
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Q2 2021 Snapshot Northern Ireland 

SEE FULL CIS QUARTERLY INTERACTIVE REPORT ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS 

PUBLIC SECTOR CONSTRUCTION TENDERS 
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Construction Information Services
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T: (01) 299 9200
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