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CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  
Q1 2022 

 

 

Resilience Against a Backdrop of Unique Challenges 
 

The results from Q1 2022 highlight 
the continued resilience of the 
construction industry against the 
backdrop of multiple unique 
challenges – rising material costs, 
disruption of supplies, Brexit, the 
pandemic, rising fuel costs and other 
impacts of the war in Ukraine. 
 
Across the island new project starts rose 
to just over €3bn for the quarter, the 
third highest quarter value recorded in 
the last three years, behind Q2 2021 
(€4,4bn) and Q3 2021 (€3.2bn) and up 
form a three year quarterly average of 
€2.3bn. 
 
There are variations of course across 
sectors. New starts in the residential 
sector fell for the third consecutive 
quarter to €979m (excluding new 
phases of existing developments). In 
the non-residential sector starts rose in 
Q1 to €1.2bn, a 27% rise on the 
quarterly average over the last three 
years. Indeed, the only sectors falling 
below the previous three-year average 
for new starts were medical, retail and 
hospitality. 
 
New starts in the civil sector rose 
significantly to €978m outstripping the 
previous three-year quarterly average 

of €274m and driven by new 
investments in wind and solar projects. 
 
The construction pipeline (plans 
submitted and granted) remained 
steady in the quarter across the island 
with activity falling in education, 
community-based projects and for 
residential in Northern Ireland.  

 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

The Irish economy was in virtual 
lockdown in Q1 2021 and comparative 
figures for Q1 2022 should be considered 
in this context in relation to on-site 
activity for new starts.

FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS GO ONLINE 

TO VIEW OUR FULLY INTERACTIVE 

REPORT 

CIS ONLINE 
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS1 

 

 
1 Excluding Self Build and Student Accommodation applications 
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RESIDENTIAL  
 At €3.5bn, the value of planning 

applications lodged in Q1 2022 
was above the previous three-
year average but down 21% on 
the previous quarter. 

 Number of residential units rises 
31% to nearly 18k from the same 
period last year. 

 Apartments planned is 9,681, up 
18.5% on the previous year and 
above traditional housing units 
planned at 8,263  

 A 2% fall in in the value of 
housing in the Eastern and 
Midland Region from Q1 2021 is 
offset by increases in the 
Southern region (69%) and the 
Northern and Western region (123%) 

 Largest application in quarter was for the Land Development Agency at the former Central 
Mental Hospital Site , Dundrum, Dublin 16 which proposes 977 housing units 

 

Planning Applications Submitted Last 12 Months: RESIDENTIAL 
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NON-RESIDENTIAL 
 Planning application values for the 

quarter were €1.6bn, up 36% from 
the same period last year and up 8% 
from previous quarter. 

 Applications included plans for 911 
hotel beds, 682 nursing home beds 
and 273 classrooms 

 The commercial sector showed 
significant growth this quarter led 
primarily by plans for new offices 

 The hospitality sector showed some 
welcome growth but at €118m was 
still below a previous three-year 
average of €150m. 

 The largest application submitted 
was for Phase II of the 'Dublin Arch' 
Development in Dublin 1 

 

Planning Applications Submitted Last 12 Months NON-RESIDENTIAL
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PLANNING GRANTS2 
 

 
2 Excluding Self Build and Student Accommodation applications 
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RESIDENTIAL  
 The value of planning grants for 

residential applications at €1.9bn, 
fell by 16% from the same period 
last year and by 12% from the 
previous quarter.  

 272 projects were granted 
planning permission in the quarter 
equating to 9,686 residential units 
– a rise of 16% from Q1 2021. 

 Planned developments for 
apartments and traditional 
housing were roughly equal 

 In the Eastern and Midland region 
the number of units granted 
permission fell by 10%. In the 
southern region units granted 
rose by 151% with over 3k units 
getting the go ahead 

 One and two bedroom apartments account for nearly 50% of all grants 

 



Q1 2022 PLANNING GRANTS   Republic of Ireland 
 

Construction Information Services   Page 10 of 28 

NON-RESIDENTIAL 
 Value of plans granted in quarter was 

€1.3bn - below previous three-year 
average and down 15% from the same 
period last year 

 15 hotel projects granted approval 
equating to over 1,000 hotel beds 

 168 projects approved for the 
Commercial sector equating to €270m 
- a 34% fall from Q1 2021 

 In the education sector 63 new 
projects were given the go ahead and 
include plans for 254 new classrooms 

 In the medical sector 196 new 
hospital beds and 354 nursing home 
beds were granted permission. 

 There were 67 public sector projects 
granted approval equating to an investment of €222m - down 19% from Q1 2021. 

 
Planning Grants Last 12 Months NON-RESIDENTIAL
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***The Irish economy was in virtual lockdown in Q1 2021 and comparative figures for Q1 2022 should be considered in this context 

PROJECT STARTS 
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RESIDENTIAL  
 New projects started represent a 

gross figure of 5.3k units, below a 
three-year average of just over 6k.  

 All regions show significant increase 
over Q1 2021 when the economy was 
in partial lockdown 

 160 new housing projects started in 
the quarter equating to €932m 

 Apartments and Housing being 
developed at the same rate 

 The top 3 projects are in Dublin and 
the top 5 all within Leinster. 

 

 

 

 

Project Starts Last 12 Months RESIDENTIAL



Q1 2022 PROJECT STARTS   Republic of Ireland 
 

Construction Information Services   Page 14 of 28 

NON-RESIDENTIAL 
 342 new project starts in Q1 2022 

equating to just over €1bn 

 Starts are up 28% from the previous 
three-year average of €805m and up 
140% from Q4 2021 

 Starts for 2022 are on track to outstrip 
last year’s high of €9.6bn 

 539 hotel beds, 274 nursing home beds 
and 217 classrooms were all started in 
the quarter 

 The value of starts in all three regions 
was above a previous three-year 
average with the Southern region 
coming close to doubling the average. 

 

Project Starts Last 12 Months NON—RESIDENTIAL 

 

To delve into individual sectors please visit the interactive report online at  cisireland.com 
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NORTHERN IRELAND
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
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RESIDENTIAL 
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NON-RESIDENTIAL 
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PLANNING GRANTS 
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RESIDENTIAL 

 

  



Q1 2022 PLANNING GRANTS  Northern Ireland 
 

Construction Information Services   Page 22 of 28 

NON-RESIDENTIAL 
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PROJECT STARTS 
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RESIDENTIAL 
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NON-RESIDENTIAL 
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